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Menn, Joseph. Cult of the Dead Cow: How the Original Hacking Supergroup Might Just Save the World. 
New York: PublicAffairs, 2019. 
 

 This book is a fun read and appears on suggested cybersecurity reading lists you can find online. It is 
current, only 233 pages, and well foot-noted. It is well under the high school reading level, so it makes 
great evening reading when you are a bit tired and winding down. You don't have to think deeply, 
unless you are fairly new to the profession like me. You 'old hands' can just read and laugh a bit or 
cringe a bit! A second reason to read the book is if you plan to go to DEF CON for the first time this next 
year! 
 I normally list chapters to give you a flavor of the book's contents, but the titles are as unusual as the 
title. I sometimes get lost in the craziness, so bear with me. As near as I can tell the Cult of the Dead 
Cow is a socially communicating group of hacking enthusiasts that has been around since the early 
1980s. It is abbreviated 'cDc.' It seems one of the founders lived near a Texas slaughterhouse if you 
wonder about the name. 
 I have heard a lot of stories come out of DEF CON about very independent, nonconforming personality 
types with an affinity for hacking. They seem to all have online nicknames, some bordering on the 
vulgar. This book is full of adventures of this type of individual! I would not put it in my grandson's 
stocking, as the adventures are not always appropriate, and I don't want to foster cyber misbehavior. If, 
like me, if you are interested in the psychology behind hacking, this is a very useful book. You won't 
necessarily approve of all their adventures, but you may have to suppress a chuckle or two. Read the 
book to understand a culture of extreme independence by talented people. Can they be useful in 
keeping human cyber society free? I will leave that question to you! 
 
Back to you next month - Happy professional reading! 
Jay Carson 
ISSA Member-at-Large 
Note: Opinions expressed are the book review author's own. 
P.S. - I am always interested in good cybersecurity reading. While the best idea is for me to read your 
book review, if you do not have the time or inclination, please email me your suggestions at member-at-
large4@issa-cos.org. Thanks! 
P.P.S - If you think I am a knucklehead for writing a particular book review but are too well-mannered to 
say so in public, let me know that too! You will help me to improve! 
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